
c RAPPK.'G OF r.IUSKRAT
IS QUITE ROFIT

Best. Skins lirJnar Good I'rlce, Especially fn London Whcro
Most of Them Are ii?nt jflcsh of Too Stronjj

Tnsla for Mora Refined.

WAi-Tit- n i.t.i:tz )

Ioodun alotio takes over 4,000,000
fmiakmt eV.Iiis vry year, and most
of tlwse tire shipped from the I'nlUd
Ktntos. The demand fur rmmkrat skins
la constantly liicrt'Hrlng becaasn of the
decraBlii(5 supply ot mink, beaver and
DthT pklltA.

Oiily one otliT animal In the world,
the l'uropean rathit, cow exceeds the
niMtikrut la the number of skins niar-kp(o-

The common muskrat in about four
timet as large as the ordinary brown
rat. It live near streams and lakes

Pull-Crow- Muskrat.
vtpre wator Is always at hand. It Is

a strong swimmer and Is chiefly ac-

tive at eight. While they may occa-
sionally be Been building tholr houses
In the daytime, most of the work is
done after nightfall.

Their houses ore made of graBses,
rv.til.es and roots, with the bottom
resting on the bottom of the pond and
the uume rising two or three feet
shove the water.

From the part of the structure
tbove the water an interior chamber
Is dug out. from which two or three
lasBages lead downward through the
nifiHB to the water, reaching It at
points below the fro6t line. If the
water is shallow the mus-krat- digs a
channel to deeper parts of the pond.

The young are seldom born In the
nounes, which are used chiefly to store
food and for shelter in the winter.

When bunks of streams or ponds
pre fclph .enough for tbc furfione the
truskrnts burrow into- - them. The en-

trance to the tunnel in almost always
under water, and the approach Is by
channels deep enough to prevent the
he from doting the pasfae.

It la Tcry difficult to locate a irr.usV-n- t

channel, for this reason. Some-
times the tunnels extend upward into
(ho bank above the level of the wa-
ter, and extend back from ten to fifty
feet into the bank, and terminate in
t large chamber.

I'sunlly two tunnels lead from the
o"jt to the water, and often a tunnel
has two branches or outlets.

Although the animals do not hiber-
nate, and make little provision for
winter food, they become very active
ns winter cornea on, building new
houses, adding to the old ones and
deepening channels.

There 1;: much difference of opinion
as to the number of young raised by
each female. Some observers pay the
muskrat has three lifters in a season
und from three to seven in a litter.
The northern Indians, who were close
observers, say that two litters ore
born the rnt yeur and three the suc-
ceeding Reasons.

The. muskrat lives mostly on roots
and herbs, and sometimes will eat anl- -

Muskrat Skin Stretcher.

mpl food. When located near gardens
they do a tremendous amount of

to the crops, eating corn when
It Is in the roosting ear and destroy-
ing vegetables such as beets, turnips
and carrots.

In the south the muskrAt la a great
rnemy of the rice planter. As it bur-
rows into the embankment. It allows
the water to flood tho land. It also
causes great damage to Irrigation dis-
tricts. h, ponds and river levees.

North. American Indians eat the
inuckrnr. but I'.h strong flavor makes
It unpalatable for people of more

taste.
Muskrata are easily trapped.' They

take any suitable bait readily. The
trap should be set under water to
the animal will quickly drown, a they
tear foot loiwe and ewcape from the
trap. '

An ordinary steel trap No. 1 Is beat.
Kink the trap in the trail partly In
mud where water is two or three

iiDL

Inches deep, fasten the chela to
stake oriole, reaching to deep wa-
ter. The pole, upon which the ring
of the chain is to slide, should hav
a fork at the outer end to prevent it
from slipping cff. The other end
should be stuck firmly Into the bank
Fasten the belt to a. stick set in rnul
to that it is about a foot above the
pan of tj: trap. The animal. In reach
lng for the bait, sets the hlud toot
upon the pan and Is caught securely.

An open barrel sunk near the bank
of the stream la said to be an effective
trap, although a Coating barrel is
more generally used. A ho'.e 1b aawed
in the side and a strong cleat If
nailed across each end, upon which
boards,) longer than the barrel, are
called. Knough water Is placed In
the bnrrel to make a fiout with thes
platforms level with the surface. Ap-

ples or carrots are placed In the bar-
rel for bait.

Trappers in Ohio. Illinois and some
other middle states are reported to
be able to esrn from $100 to I'JOO dur-
ing the season from January first to
(.bout the middle ;' March.

The owner of a 1,300 acre tract of
marsh land, with the aid of his son,
secured over G.00O muEkr&ta in one
season, which were sold for 2,300.

The skins are sorted Into black and
brown before belug shipped to mar-
ket.

Baltimore Is a good market and
pav s from 3j cents for brown to 45
cents for blaik. St. IxmjIs Is also a
large market, and prices are general-
ly a little higher there.

Muskrats taken for the fur should
be trapped, not shot or speared. If
taken alive In a trap they should bs

li-dkw- .

floating Muskrat Trap.

killed by a sharp blow across the back
of the head. Trappers usually carry
a short club for this purpose.

MLekrat skins intended for the mar-
ket should be "casec" not evened
along the belly. In skinning, trap-
pers begin at the heel and slit up the
middle of the hind leg to the tall
around it, and then down the other
leg to the heel in the came way. No
other cuts in the Ekln are needed,
though many trappers pass the knife
around the feet, where the long fur
ends. The tkin is then turned back
over the body, leaving the fur uld
Inward. The kin peels off easily tc
the front feet. Tho trapper cuts
closely around nose, ears and Hps, sc.

as not to tear the skin. If bits of
flesh adhere to the skin about the
htad, they may be scraped off, but
this is usually left for the fur dresser
The skin, Inside out. is stretched over
a thin board or a shingle of the prop-
er shape, and a tack or two is insert-
ed to keep it lu position nntil dry.
Skins should be dried In tho open
air not before a fire or lu the sun.

Houses for Winter Farrowing.
Provide, good Individual houses for

sows due to farrow In cold weather.
A canvas or burlap curtain hung in
tho door will keep out the cold and
make the house more comfortable foi
the young litter. A lantern hung In

tho sowhouse on very cold nights
when the pigs come, will temper the
atmosphere and aid in saving the lives
of some of the pigs.

Feeding Dairy Cows.
The cost of feeding the average

dairy cow in the Vnlted States for
a year is according to statistics
gathered by one of the big dairy cat-ti- e

societies. With the low prices of
gruln, the feed bill this year will run
from five to ten dollars below these
figures. Even at that there may be
cows In the herd that do cot earn
their keep.

Chinese Corn.
The departmeut of agriculture U

experimenting with corn shipped from
China. Hants raised laBt year aver
aged less than siiteen Inches in
height with au average of 12 green
leaves at the tlitie of tmmi'llr.g. The
cars averaged 6V inches In length
and 4 i-- In greatest circumference,
with 16 and IS rows of small grains.

PURE WATER SUPPLY FOR FARM
i
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1'oihited water in exceedingly common even on farms where it might b
expected fiat the puie:t supply would be found. Typhoid fever is often
corununli ,itf d by water from hi. allow wells. Ths germs muv be carrlod
ruar.v rod:, (hrong'.i tho mill and If a well is situated lower than tho cesnpool
the riat'i; r 1:) v.iy fan r.t. XI. vi illu&u uli;u shows puii'lou of sale and uusufe
wellu
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For, but It Is doubtful if Hs
Apprecifd It.

At the recent flinnrr xim ny An-Sre-

C&rriefclo, an eminent lawyer,
eated half way down Man table, was

leply ItiiJiierted la conversation with
t!s neighbor when the bot opened
tp the subject of the IhiUsh coinage
system, nnd showed signs of wishing
undivided attention.

"E'very other civilized nation." he
declaimed, '"has the decimal system,
while Kngland adheres to the absurd
and cumbrous table of pouuda, shill-
ings and pence." Kajvrup-rsp- .

The raps were for the lawyer, who
remained al.scrh-.i- in his own conver-
sation. "And even farthings." con-
tinued the iron-muste- "Is there any-
thing else in finance so ridiculous as
the farthing?" Rap-ra- p.

The lawyer glanced around eome-wha- t

ImpaiJently.
"Judire y) ," Mr. Carnegie called

out, "why do the British continue
their coinage of farlhlngg?"

"To enable the Scotch to practice
benevnlonce, Mr. Carnegie," returned
the lawyer.

SUCCESSFUL TREATMENT OF
PIMPLES AND BLACKHEADS

A Fpeedy and economical treatment
for disfiguring pimples is the follow-
ing: Gently smear the face with Cutl-cur- a

Ointment, but. do not rub. Wash
off the ointment In five minutes with
Cutlcura Soap and hot water and
bathe freely for some minutes. Re-- -,

neat mnrnfnr and evcnlnir At other)
limes use hot water and Cutlcur
Uoap for bathing the face as often ss
agreeable. Cutlcura soap and oint-
ment are equally successful for itch-
ing, burning, scaly and crusted hu-

mors of the skin and scalp, with loss
of hair, from infancy to agfl, usually
affording Instant relief, when all else
fails. Send to Potter Drug & Chem.
Corp., Boston, Mass., for the latest
Cutlcura book on the care aud treat-
ment cf the ekln and scalp.

WHERE IT WAS LACKING

She You puckered up your lips so
fiiert that I thought you were going to
kiss me.

He No; I got some gTit in my
mouth.

She Well, for goodness' sake swal-
low It! You need it in your system!

OATS 259 Bu. Per Acre.
That is the sworn to yield of Thryvlore

Haruifs, Lewis Co., Wash., had from
fiber's Rejuvenated White Itonanza oats
and won a handKome bO acre farm. Other
bite yields are 141 bu.. 119 bus., 103 but..,
etc., hnrt by farmers scattered throughout
the V. S.

Saber's Pedieree Rarler, Flax. Corn,
Oats, Wheat, Potatoes, tlrassen nd Clt.v--

are famous the world over for their
rarity and tremendous yielding quslitiw.
We are emily th lari-a- t growera of farm
ieeds in the world.

Our ca'.ilog briKtling with wd truth
free for the nokin?. or semi 10c in ttarnps
nd receive 10 package of farm need wt-rltie- a

and raritie. including above mar-
velous oata. together with I 'iif catalog.
John A. Salrer Seed Co., 182 South 8th Kt.,
L Crowe, Wis.

Ths Teat of Intellect.
"I wonder why Mrs. Flimgllt regards

her husband as stupid. lie has been
rery successful In business."

Terhaps," replied Mr. Meekton,
'he's like so many of the rest of us
A'ho cun't possibly learn to keep the
score of a bridge game."

MDIF.1 CAN OritAft HIIoKM
On KiuMllt-- r fir Uftiu- Aiiro koot-EaM- t

tilt &blliM-pti- o powder to lie kbken Into theho. It Eake tlrUt or ttew hoe feel rity.
AViSiar ruhititvtei Fur ee trial i'?,dreaut A lieu tt. Oliuutcd, Le lioj, M. V.

There's Many a Slip.
'What Is the name of tho song the

lady lg singing?"
'"Meet me In Heaven.'"
"Don't you think she's taking a

great deal for granted 7"

Taking Garlirlrl Tea will prevent the
of lndigMtioifc aud

buioua attacks. All druk'v.ta.

A good home Is the best exposition
of heaven.

TO CTKT. A Cr.r IK OKE DAT
Take I.AXAUVB ilii.ui Ovmn 'lsbteta.lmiNK'aii,r'ruL.4 wilder if u far.a t cur. M. v.l,UuiJtlthwi4mugaM4tU(i. kc.

The tilt collector is alto a settle-
ment woiker.

Take Gai field Tea to arouse a aluj.-U-

iivtir ail ilruktklA it.

It Is the littU ueart that is rtonest
l.Token.

.
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A Fairly Wet World.
The raoMc ceaa eovers CS.Cri.O?

r,.."s. In A'jar.Mi 30."'03,0'i0 and he
Indian, Arctic and Antarctic 42.0.W,0"iO.
To stov awtiy the contents of th l'iv
cSfiCi St wo'ild be wcessary to fli a
twk one mile lonn;, one mile wide and
one mile deep every !a.y for 449 year.
Put In fftires. tlm Taeiflc holds In
w!glit Sa,0(;0,0f'0.000,000,00a,f;0 ions.

lhs Atlantic averages a drrpth of
rot quite three milon. Irs water weighs
X23.O'jO,OO0,OOO,0O't,OOO Oil!) tons, and a
tank to contain it would Lave each of
Its sides 43 mlies Ion. The fgures
of the other oceans are in the sme
startling proportions. It would take
all the sea water la the world 2.000,000
years to flow over Niagara.

The Handy Remedy for Eruption
Caused by Poiaon Ivy or Wood

Poison Is Reslnol Ointment,

I have used RtBlnoI Salve for sev-

eral years. I was badly broken out
with eruptions caused by Toison Ivy.
The itching was unbearable. My doc-
tor recommended ReRlnoL It did Its
work fine. Being subject to wood poi-

son, I now keep a Jar of Reslnol on
himd. I have tol l others of it T?ho had
like results. Jno. H. Kohl, Benton, Kan.

Queen Mary's Trousseau.
Queen Mary Is following the ex-

ample set by her mother, the duchess
of Teck. who at the time of her daugh-
ter's wedding with the present king
declared that for the trousseau "not a
yard of cambric or linen, cf flannel or
teed, of lace or ribbon should be
bought outside the kingdom," and who
kept her word. Queen Mary 1 hav-
ing her coronation robes and gowns
for court functions as well as the
opening of parliament gown made by
a British firm of all British material.
She has ordered eight dressgs so far,
and work on them has commenced.
London Correspondent New York Sun.

England's Oldest School.
A controversy has arisen In England

as to which school has the right to
claim greatest ege. There nre two
schools which were founded In the
early part of the seventh century the
King's school, Rochester, and the
King's school, Canterbury. Justus, on
his appointment to the see of Roches-
ter in 604, made provision for a school
in connection with the cathedral. Au-

gustine established the Canterbury
school about the same time. St. Pe-

ter's at York dates back to the elev-
enth century'- - '

A Quick Sidestep.
Merchant (to widow) I am willing

to buy your husband's working busi-
ness and good-wil- l for J3.000.

Widow Well, but I happen to be
part of the working business.

Merchant Then I'll take only the
good will. Fliegeude Blaetter.

Important to Mothers
Kxamine carefully every bottle of

CASTORIA, a safe and sure remedy for
Infants and children, and see that it

Signature olfJfIn Use For Over 3J Years.
The Kind You Have Aiwaya Bought.

No man has come to true greatness
who has not felt in some degree that
his life belongs to his race. Phillips
Brooks.

BEAUTIFUL POST CARDS FREE.
Send 2- - st.imp for five samples of our

very lent ti'li E:?il05sed, jood Luck.
KWnver and Mutto l'oht tards; lieautiful
colors and loveliest deijnifi. Art J'ost Card
Club, 7J1 Jackaou bt., icwka, Kaa.

Cheap Form of Fuel.
A Welsh rabbit may bu cooked on

an electrical chafing dish at an ex-

pense of l'a ceuu for current.

Garfield Tea cannot but commend Um If
to those deeiniiK a laxative, kimple, pare,
mild, potent and health giving.

Much moonshine goes into pious
talks about making sunshine.

The Human Heart
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of thoso Impure, poisonous, circio matt zri
that havo occumukJitec! In It during t!ni wink xJ

secret of unequafed and rentfy wonderful succ "--
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as a. remedy 1:1 Humors is the ccr.il.infs, not spljr'
tiiriatjaiil!at Lut tlie utmost remedial value3 of mere twenty .TS-- j
dients Roots, Harks Herbs to Lave extraordinary e.Hcac f'
ia purifying the t'ood and bulldir.K vp the whole system.

TLere is no real substitute for Hood's Sarsaparilla, no "just food"
medicine. Get Hood's today, in ii'juid form tablets called SarsaUbs.

The heart i wonderful double pump, throutfTi the
etioo of which the blood stream ia krpt swecpinf

round and round through t!ie the race ot aerca
miles hour. " Remember this, that our bodies
will not ataod the strain of over-wor- k without food,
pure blood any more than the engine can run imooth.
ly oil." many years ia the
active practice of medioine, Dr. K. V. fierce found
that when the atomach was out ot the blood
impure and there wcre symptom oi fenerel break-
down, tooio made ot Che lycerio of certaia
roots wan the beat corrective. Tbit be called
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and used it such satisractory results that I sent for two large bottle,
and I have up to this time used about half a 50 cent bottle with splendid
success." James Hyde, Betbe, White County, Ark.

Got Ease in Less Than Ten Minutes.
Ma. James. E. Alexander, cf Harps well, Me, writes: " I am

a horseshoer and subject to many strains in my back and hips which lia
brought on rheumatism in the sciatic nerve. 1 had it so bad" cne night
when sitting in my chair, that I had
at once applied your

Tf
vjfct.

to the affected and in less than
I tair.K it is the best ot all Lin.rnents."

Sloan's Liniment does not need any
rubbing. It's a powerful penetrant.
Try it for Rheumatism, Sciatica,
Sprains, Chest Pains, and Sore Throat.
It gives almost instant relief.

Irlcc GOc, and $1.00 t All Dealers.
tal fur t ' Fre Book on none. Addrs

Di. EARL S. SLOAN, BOSTON, MASS.
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Dr. Pierce's Golden Medical Discovery
Being made without alcohol, this " Medical Diacovery " help the stomach
assimilate the lood, thereby curing dyspepsia. It ia especially adapted to diaraaea
attended with excessive tissue waatc, aotably eoavaleoenoe tram
fevers, for d people and those who are always " catching cold."

Dr. Pierce's Common Sense Medical Adviser is snt oa receipt 31 ona-e-nt

stamps for the I rench cloth-bouu- d book of lOOtt page. Address L)r.
k. V. 1'ierce, No. Main Street, buffalo. N. Y.
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- For twenty-nin- e years I have
been at intervals a great suflerer
from rheumatism. During that
time, no telling- how gal-

lons cf the various kinds of Li,i--
ment3 and oils I have'used and
with but little relief." Recent'y,

i I was confined to my Bed bel;- -
. . j i j

to jv "ip on ir.y feet to get relieL I
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